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) Specifications
FullHDvE51080p24

3D :
rEsPassive

(

`Cinema3D '

)

Tuner. yp: FreeviewHDComponent :
)

,

/

.5

HDMI : v"s
4

x HDMI
Resolution :

1 ,920 x

1 ,080
Sound :

2 x 10W
Brightness

(

claimed
)

: N / A

Contrast ratio
(

claimed
)

:

5 ,000 ,000 :

1

dynamic
Dimensions

(

w /
o stand

1 270( h

)

x

1120( w

)

x 39mm
Weight (

w / o stand
) 17.5kg

Features : Passive3Dglasses
(

side-by-side 3D
)

,

sevenpairs
Included

;

TruMotion100Hz
;

PictureWizard II processing ;

IntelligentSensor
;

ClearVoice
2

audio
;

SmartTVfunctions
;

DLNA
;

SmartEnergySaving

WiththeLW550series
,

LGcontinuesitsquest to

011promotepassive3D .
ChrisJenkinsasks if

thisLED
1-5

"

1-4ipAr__Smartset is
theway to go

Passive
resistance

AV
/ CV

Product :

Positioning :

iw-0474po

Peers :

-'

-P42612013
;

Sony
KM-4011X1303

Reduced
resolution :

Althoughnot
fullHD

,

the
LG' s

side-byside3D is

eminently
watchable

Up
untilnow

,

most of the
marketingactivityfor3Dhas
beenbasedaroundactive

systems ,

whichrequireexpensive
(

c .
3x100perpair )

LCD-shutter
glasseswhichneedcharging ,

and
canhaveissueswithsynchronisation
to the3Dframe-switchingsignal.

Butanotherway to enjoy3D is

Passive3D
,

whichhastheadvantage
thatthepolarisedglasses it usesare
almostdisposal *

cheap . Theydon' t

needcharging ,

arelighterandhence
morecomfortable thanactive
glasses ,

anddon' t havesyncissues.
Passive3DTVstheoreticallycost

more to manufacturethanactive
,

andthe3Dtheyproduce Is notfull
HD

,

buthalfresolution . Thishasn' t

stoppedSkyadoptingside-by-side
framepassive3D

(

andspecifically
LG' s

sets
)

asitssystem of choice.

Smartmove
In commonwithpracticallyevery
decent-sized TVannouncedsince
lastyear ,

LG' s 550T
is

a ' smart'set
withinternetfunctions

,

soit aspires
to beingthecentre of

a
home

entertainment ' hub'withaccess to

servicessuchasYouTube
,

Facebook
andBBCiPlayer . Tothatend

,

it has
wirelessAVlinkfunctions .

It also
features advanced100HzTruMotion

pictureprocessing ,

built-inFreeview
HD

,

andDivXHDPluscompatibility.
Onefinalgimmick is the
optionalMagicMotion
remotecontrol

,

whichoperates
liketheWiimote'whenyouwave it

at thescreen.
Thesetcomeswithnotone

,

but
sevenpairs of 3Dpolarizedglasses.
Theyhavethedesignflair of

a Kinder

egggift ,

butyouhave to
admitthat if

youwant to getallyourmatesover
for a 3Dparty ,

this Is theway to do it.

Thissetoffers1920 x
1080

resolution
,

andtheLEDbacklighting
systemhas a

featurecalledSpot
Control

,

claimed
to adjustdimming

levelsandimproveimagequality.
Design is

sleekbutratherbland
,

andtheremotecontrol is cluttered
withbuttonscommensuratewith
theTV' s manyfunctions.

It has a
newandfranklydazzling

GUI
,

withallsorts of graphics ,

icons
,

windows
,

boxesandbackgrounds
that initiallyappearbaffling ,

but
soonmakesense . Rearsocketry is

comprehensive ,

andincludes a USB

portfor a
wirelessdongle.

Donningthefrankly laughable
glasses ,

I satdownwithourstandard
test3DBDdiscs

,includingStepUp
3DandMonstersVsAliens.

LG' s mainclaimforthisrange is

that it offersflicker-free3Dwithout
crosstalk .

Well
,

I foundthatcrosstalk
wasnomore or lessnoticeable
onthissetthanonmanyothers.
Ontheotherhand

,

thisLGdoeshave
aneffectiveviewinganglewider than
that of

active3D.
Theotherquestion of

course is

whether side-by-sidepassive3D is

noticeablylessgoodthanfull1080p
3D . Theanswer is thathalf-resolution
3Dlooksperfectly fine

;

thereisn' t a

noticeableloss of detail . Youmight
notice it if youcompared it

side-bysidewithFullHD3D
,

butwhen is that
likelyto happen...?

Therelativeshortage of Blu-ray3D
materialmeans

it'
s sensible forLG

to haveincluded2D-3Dconversion.
Thisincludes a 3DViewPointfeature

,

whichenablesyou to setthedepth of

3Deffectyourequire . Aswithallsuch >
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Captivating
contrasts :

Darkened
scenespose

littleproblem
fortheTV' s

localdimming
function

systems ,

LG'
s 2D-3Dengine is a bit

hit-and-miss . Givenclearlydefined
HDmoviematerial

,

theeffectcan
workwell

,

butwithpoorFreeviewTV
theresultswillbeinconsistent.

EasilyLED
TheLG' s built-inFreeviewHDtuner
deliversclear

, steadypictures ,

and
theLEDPlussystem

( edgeLEDwith
localdimming )

doeswellhandling a

widerange of sources fromSD to BD.
TheTruMotion100Hzmode is

effective in reducingmotionblur
,

withoutproducing side-effects
in

theway of blockingartefacts.
LG' s SmartTVplatformbuildson

itsNetcastEntertainment Access
offering ,

but Is farmore
comprehensive ,

andcomparable
to Samsung' s SmartHubfunctions.
For a start

,

there' s
a full-blownweb

browser
,

aswellasdedicatedaccess
to servicesincludingBBCPlayer ,

AcetraxandVIEWSTERpremium
moviestreaming ,

YouTube
,
Facebook

,

Twitter
,

Accedogames ,
Vtunerradio

,

GoogleMaps ,

Picasaphotos ,
andthe

ever-popularAccuWeather
,

forwhen
you justcan' t bebothered

to lookout
of thewindow.

There' s alsoaccess
to

anLGApps
Store

,

whichenables you to install
newapplicationsandpersonalise
youron-screen ' dashboard '

.

Becausetheyaren' t activated
untilthesetshitretail

,

some of these
functions

,

suchasthewebbrowser
andSearch

,

weren' t yetactiveonour
reviewsample . Wehadmorejoywith
theSmartSharenetworkingfunction

,

which located a NASdriveonour
network

,

andstreamedformats
includingH264video

,
MP3music

andJPGimages to theTV.

TheoptionalMagicMotion
remotecontroloperates like a

computermouse
,

but in theair.
BecauseSmartTVsinevitablyrequire

a degree of textentry ,

theMagic
Motionremoteenablesyou to

point-and-click to selectandcontrol
applications . Youcaneven ' drag'and

' flick'preferences andavoidusing
complexmulti-key commands.

Alternatively ,

thereare freeLGTV
Remoteappsforsmartphones on
theAndroidmarketplaceandApple
AppStore.

Onefeatureweloved is

theoption to
turnthe

screenoffwhileleavingthe
speakersactive

,

usefulfor
suchfunctionsasinternet
radiostreaming . This

, together
withotherenergy-saving functions

,

makestheLG a soundbuyfor the
greencustomer.

Oneslightlet-down is theaudio
side . Inevitably ,

a setthisslimmakes
compromiseswiththespeaker
specification ,

andthishasresulted
in

a thinandharshoutputwith little
warmth

or bassresponse.
Overallwefoundourselves

pleasantlysurprised bytheLG.
In terms of style ,

it doesn' t break
anyboundaries

,

andaudio is

unexceptional ;

butthe3Dfunctions
workwell

,

theglasses , thoughnaff in

design ,
arecomfortableandcheap ,

andas a 2Dperformer it makesevery
effort to produce a colourful

,
stable

,

engrossingimage.
The ' smart'functions

(

whenthey
allwork

)

willputthisLG at thecentre
of thehomeentertainmenthub

,

and
theability to connect to othermedia
sourcesshouldmake it prettymuch
future-proof s

200300

100or -- 400
950 1500

Whitescreen :

In ' Standard
' mode

,

withenergysavingoff-
theLGused95Wwith
ourwhitelOOIRE test

screen

-

) TechLabs
Powerconsumption : Watts

200300
100400

100
0500

Testfootage :

There' s a slight increase
withmoviematerial at

fullvolume

TVContrast : RatioColourtemp : Kelvin

Claimed :

5m : 1

Actual
262 ,000 : 1

Picture : Anexcellent
measurement

,

achievedwiththeLG' s

energy-saving feature
switchedoff.

Activated
,

and the
'

lightsensordecimates
brightnesswhenthe

room is dark
,

which
impacts themeasured

contrast ratio

Presets : Nopresetsas
such youget a slider
thatgoes fromcool to

warm . In ' standard
'

mode
,

the 6 ,500K
white-point was

achieved withslider in

its ' warmest'position
(

ie endstop )

. Ontop of

this
, yougettwo ISF

'

expert'modes.
Excellent stuff

HCCVERDICT
LG47LW550T
£1 ,200Approx

Highs : Comeswithmultipairs of

glasses ;
half-res imagesaregood ;

wideviewingangle
Lows : Inconsistent 20-to-3D

conversion
; pooraudio

Performance : 00000
Design : 00000

Features
:08000

Overall :00000
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