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3D televisions « £850>£3500

SUPERTEST

December Issue

ptive

Packed with cutting-edge techincluding LED backlights and internet
access, these 3D TVs will add a new dimension to your living room

s .
Samsung UE40C750 Samsung UE40C8000 Sony KDL-40LX903 LG47LX6900
£850 page 38 £1600 page 39 £2200 page 40 £1500 page 42
Panasonic TX-P46VT20 Philips 46PFL9705 Samsung UE46C8000 Sony KDL-46HX903
£1800 page 44 £2300 page 45 £1800 page 46 £2500 page 48
Comfort'simportant, s
audition as many
~ you can - the 3D effect from
g s one make might agree with
LG50PX990 Samsung PS50C6900 Sony KDL-52HX903 sou better than another
£1500 page 50 £1050 page 51 £3500 page 52 y 903

0, here we are in December

(well, the December issue at
least), and what's had the electronics
industry in the biggest lather
throughout 2010? 3D TV, that's what
- and that’s why we've put together
this absolutely humungous Supertest.
We've pulled together three 40in TVs,
five 46/47-inchers and three 50/52in
screens, including three Award-winners
and six screens we've never tested
before, in an effort to establish the
best way to get your 3D kicks.

Given that the likes of Sharp and
Toshiba are keeping their 3D powder
dry for the time being, it falls to just
five firms to furnish the eleven TVs
we're testing here. Four are from
Samsung (including its Award-winning
UE40C8000 LCD and PS50C6900
plasma), three from Sony (whose
KDL-46HX903 is similarly feted),
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and we've bagged a couple of LGs
(one LCD, one plasma), a Panasonic
plasma and a Philips LCD. Each is
an ‘active’ set, requiring powered
glasses and delivering 3D in full
1920 x 1080 resolution.

Every screen here represents the
state of its makers' art. If there's a
3D TV for you out there, it's in here

Samsung's UE46C8000 is the
old stager here, emerging with huge
credit from a tough Supertest back
in July 2010, so every screen really
represents the state of their respective
manufacturers’ art. If there's a 3D TV
for you out there, it's in here.

N
ﬁ; For more TV news, reviews and
Y buying advice, visit whathifi.com
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SUPERTEST 3D TVs

WHAT’S SO TOPTIP
_c_!'.!VE....R.?. Some brands
The provision factor in more
forrecordingtoa wiggle room than
USB stick negates others when it
the need for a comes to pricing,
dedicated PVR so shop around
atastroke and you'll find
this Samsung

NEED TO KNOW

for even less

__ S
CONSIDERIF "_,_995’“’_1 |  YOU'LL NEED MAKE SURE AVOID HIGHLIGHT?

3D television appeals ,’_]I & Toshell out for some You investigate If you want to wall-mount | This level of style, build
but a four-figure || 3D glasses to make the Samsung's Internet@TV it - itisn't LED backlit, quality and outright
price-tag doesn't ‘\§L most of your investment online content service so it's a bit of a fatty performance at this price

1

m

excellent EPG. The remote control is
more prosaic, but the on-screen menus
are comprehensive and it isn't a tricky

This Full HD panel was made for HD
content, though, and with Blu-ray the
Samsung is altogether more refined.

Samsung LE40C750

£850 kK device to get set up. Comfortable with glaring contrasts,
There's little in the way the C750 stable with motion and dishing up high
If you're a ‘toe-in-the-water’ sort of performs to make you feel short- levels of detail, it makes its price-tag

consumer rather than a bleeding- changed, either. TV reception is stable look like some kind of administrative

edge early adopter, then Samsung's and disciplined, with good control of error. Strap on your 3D goggles and the
LE40C750 could be for you. It earned complex patterns or tricky motion. 'C750 remains thoroughly enjoyable,
its five First Test stars when we initially Colours are natural, contrast is strong with by-no-means typical brightness

looked at it in the November issue, and
back then it cost £1000. It's not a huge
leap of imagination to realise that at
£850 it represents even better value.

and the Samsung manages to combine

and good grip of motion (except in the
extreme near-field, which can smear

cross-talk between left- and right-eye

motion, contrast and 3D content that's dogged 3D TV since the get-go).
As the only LCD set here without LED makes its piige tag look like some A great introduction to 3D

backlighting, the LE40C750 is a kind of administrative error The Samsung even sounds OK by

The Samsung's ablllty with COIOUI, occasionally and fall victim to the

relatively bulky 8cm deep, but unless
you're determined to hang it on the wall
that's not too much of a handicap - and
besides, the stand is swish. Otherwise,
it's as robust and stylishly finished
as we expect from Samsung TVs.
Neither does it betray its relative
affordability where specification is
concerned: Freeview HD reception,
200Hz motion processing, four HDMI
inputs (with version 1.4 featured) and a
brace of USB 2.0 sockets is hardly
scrimping. Use a USB stick of more than
1GB capacity, in fact, and the Samsung
becomes a PVR, recording and time-
shifting TV programmes using its

decent black-tone depth with a degree
of black-tone detail that some pricier
rivals might envy. Overall detail levels
are acceptable too, though textures and
edges can present as fractionally soft.
It's a similarly assured performer
when asked to upscale a DVD of O
Brother, Where Art Thou?. Blacks remain
deep and even, the colour palette is
convincing and the Samsung handles
motion without trouble. Depth of field
is impressive too, and though the ‘C750
isn't immune to picture noise and the
same softness can pervade complicated
scenes, it's eminently watchable.

prevailing standards, a likely by-produc!
of its relative bulk. Overall, it's an
absolutely ideal way to get a feel for
the brave new world of 3D TV without
breaking the bank.

Rating x % x %%

FOR Looks, specification and finish belie
the price; fine picture quality from all
sources; unexpectedly inoffensive sound
AGAINST 3D glasses cost extra; relatively
deep chassis makes wall-hanging tricky
VERDICT Fur-lined 2D and 3D picture
performance at a Pac-a-Mac price
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This TV offers a
complete set of
online catch-up
services, as well

as LoveFilm for
movies and Twitter
Facebook and
Skype apps

NEED TO KNOW

CONSIDERIF

You want to combine t
excellent performance |
with uber-stylish looks |

YOU'LL NEED MAKE SURE
Time to get used to the

remote - it looks good enough memory to use
but could be more logical | the'C8000's PVR feature

You have a USB stick with | Using connections other
than HDMI if possible

- they all need adaptors handles motion

3D TVs SUPERTEST

Interior décor
fetishists. There
isn't aloft-style
apartment around
that wouldn't

look better for
aUE40C8000
hanging on the wall

HIGHLIGHT?
The unshakeable stability
with which the Sasmung

Samsung UE40C8000
£1600 * %k %k

We've observed in the past that there
are some things people will pay more
for to receive less of, and here's an
object lessen. The UE40C8000 (our
premium 40-inch Award winner) is
smaller in every direction than its
LE40C750 sibling (despite having the
same screen size) and is lighter, too. So
naturally it's more expensive. Almost
double the price, in fact.

A royal flush of connectivity
If you've the wherewithal, though, it's
money well spent. This TV is gloriously
desirable, and as far as spec goes, it's
what the motor industry calls ‘fully
loaded'. You get LED backlighting
(hence that skinny profile), BBC iPlayer,
LoveFilm and all the rest via Samsung's
Internet@TV service, 200Hz motion
Processing, USB playback and recording,
Freeview HD, DNLA compatibility for
Streaming network content to the TV...
‘exhaustive’ only begins to describe it.
The remote looks equally good, if
atrifle convoluted, and Samsung’s
On-screen menus are among the best
around, Set-up is as straightforward
Orasin-depth as you want it to be.

As far as performance goes, the
Samsung starts impressively and gets
better as source quality improves. TV
reception is stable, and gives an early
indication of how accomplished the
'C8000 is where motion is concerned.
It describes colours convincingly, lends
bite to high-contrast scenes and digs
up detail in black tones. Standard-def
broadcasts can look soft, mind you,
particularly from stations such as Dave.

The Samsung’s punch is apparent
when upscaling DVDs, too. Detailed,
smooth and subtly textured images are
the C8000s calling-card, and it offers
bright, clean whites and fanatically
controlled motion. Only a suggestion
of coarseness to skin-tones makes any
kind of negative impact.

That coarseness is eradicated with the
switch to a Blu-ray of Bad Lieutenant,
which means the Samsung is pretty
much beyond reproach. Its pictures
are vibrant, its mastery of motion is
obvious, and difficult patterns and
edges are handled with assurance.

Put on Samsung's (lightweight, fairly
comfy) 3D glasses, fire up some content
and, provided you're sitting up straight
and paying attention, it's enjoyable.
Though pictures are undeniably darker
than 2D images, and a bit ruddier too,
the 3D effect is pronounced and stable.
Cross-talk (when one eye receives
information intended for the other) is
occasionally an issue, just as it is with
every other 3D TV we've seen, though
it jars here disproportionately because
the C8000 is so accomplished with 2D.

The only area where the Samsung
can't justify its price compared to its
cheaper stablemate is sound. Just like
every other super-slim screen here, it
sounds toppy and short of substance
- though it does at least stop short of
outright hardness. Never mind the
sound, though - consider the looks and
the picture instead and it's obvious why
the UE40C8000 carried off an Award.

Rating % % % %

FOR Styling, specification; great picture-
making, with motion a particular highlight
AGAINST Insubstantial sound from built-in
speakers; the obligatory 3D cross-talk issues
VERDICT Chic looks when it's switched off,
great pictures when it's switched on - what
more do you want?
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This could be the
excuse you need
to buy a home
cinema system
-you won't want
to listen to the
Sony’s built-in
speakers for long

NEED TO KNOW
CONSIDER IF
You're an avid Blu-ray
or hi-def telly fan - and
money is no object

December Issue

YOU'LL NEED | MAKESURE | AVOID
ATHXsetupdisctoget | Yousitupstraightand |
the Sony'’s picture | concentrate if you want |
looking its very best | the best 3D effect 1

The 2D-to-3D 'upscaling'
-itmadeusqueasyand |
didn't add to our pleasure | (2D) light and shade

The 'LX903 has
hugely effective
TV tuners, so

at least youdon't
have the added
expense of a
set-top box, too

HIGHLIGHT? t

| Its fantastically
| convincing way with

Sony KDL-40LX903
£2200 %Kk k%

There's often a decent spread of
prices in our Supertests. We indulged
in a comedy double-take, though,
when we confirmed the price of this
Sony 40-incher. £2200? Really? Is it
suddenly 2006 again?

Still, a price is only unreasonable if
it can't be justified, and the Sony has a
manful try even before it's switched
on. For instance, it offers all the online
catch-up services (BBC iPlayer, Demand
Five and loads more) you'll require, has
a Freeview HD tuner, backlights pictures
using edge-arrayed LEDs, will play
music and video via USB, and synchs
to its 3D glasses using an integrated
system. This last might not sound like a
big deal - the £850 Samsung LE40C750
does the same thing - but the less
expensive Sonys we've seen use an
external bar similar to the Nintendo
Wii's, which is far from elegant.

Set-up and use are a piece of cake
Sony's mastery of on-screen menus and
the straightforward remote is well
known, and the LX903 is child's play

to set-up. The fact that it doesn't have
huge tweakability doesn't hurt, either.
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Picture performance is impressive.
The Sony is blessed with TV tuners
the equal of anything else here, and
TV reception is a winning combination
of strong contrast, good black-tone
variance and stable motion. The colour
palette is large and subtle, and the Sony
excels at describes variations in lighting.
It's an equally efficient upscaler of
DVDs, and is more than a match fora
mainstream DVD or Blu-ray player. The

The screen’s insistence on ramping
up backlighting and contrast to
maximum on receipt of a 3D signal

scuppers its outstanding prowess

Sony is pretty much unflappable with
motion here, too, and black shades
are deep and detailed. Skin-tones and
textures are grand, though picture noise
can creep in when the going gets tricky.
Blu-ray images, on the other hand, are
strangers to noise even under the most
trying circumstances. Lustrous, detailed
and ruthlessly stable, hi-def pictures
combine deep, informative blacks with
prodigious depth of field and the same
deft ability with contrast that the LX903
exhibits from the off. Edges are smooth
and motion is stable - there's no more
enjoyable presentation in this test.

To say that the Sony's composure
falls apart when it's asked to produce
3D images is overly dramatic, but judged
against the rest of its performance the
LX903 is a coarse and flaky 3D machine.

Disappointing 3D pictures
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs is
plagued by cross-talk problems that
regularly render movement uncertain,
and the screen’s insistence on ramping
up backlighting and contrast to the
(unadjustable) maximum on receipt
of a 3D signal scuppers its outstanding
prowess. And while we're finding fault,
its sound is shockingly sibilant even
by the humdrum standards of flat TVs.
The KDL-40LX903 was going to have
to turn in an excellent performance in
every respect to justify its optimistic
price. With the exception of 3D pictures,
it does just that - but that's the
exception that costs it a fifth star.

Rating * x %k %

FOR Good looks and bombproof build;
tremendously accomplished pictures

from most sources...

AGAINST ... which make the 3D performance
all the more disappointing; grating sound
VERDICT If its 3D pictures were up to the job,
the 40LX903 might be worth the money
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