
   Home Cinema Choice N° 186   

Dreamstreamer
Anelegant , easy to useBlu-rayplayerthatwilleaseyourmigration

to
networkedhomeentertainment

, saysplugged-inSteveMay

The
firstwave of 3D-capable

Btu-raydecksmayhavebeen
hogging thelimelight of late

,

butforthosenotyetsoldonthe
ability to playbarely a

handful of 3D
discs

,

theappealof a feature-packed
2Dmodelforsignificantly lesscoin
remainssignificant ,

Whatmakes theBD570 of

particular interest is itsnetwork
streaming abilities

,

andwe've

beenadvocating thistype of

entertainment forsometimehere
at

HCC . If youareaccumulating a

growingcollection of
soundand

visionfilesonyourPC or

,

morelikely ,

a

NAS
(

NetworkAttachedStorage )

device
,

thenyou' ll belookingforan
adeptmediaplayer to bringthem
IntoyourmainAVenvironment.
Onewayis

via a
dedicatedstreamer

,

another is with a Blu-rayplayersuch
asthisthatdoesmuchthesamejob.

LGhasbeenpioneering
networkcentricdiscspinnersforsometime
andthis is itsmostambitiousplayer

yet .
As a BDplayer it' s tidyand at just

204mmdeep ,

it' s halfthesize of Its
2008counterpart . Thefrontfascia

is distinguishedonlybytheUSB2.0
slot

,

intowhichyoucanattachUSB
deviceswithmediaforimmediate
playback . Thebackpanelsports
Ethernet

,

HDMIv1.2
,

coaxialand
opticaldigitaloutputs , component
videoandphonoAVoutputs.

Perhapssurprisingly ,

there'
s
no

internalmemory forBDLive . You
have to addyourown in

theform
of a

USBFlashdrive . Unfortunately ,

there' s onlyoneslotandthat' s
onthe

front
,

whichlooksratherunsightly.
QuitewhyLGdidn' t

think to add a

secondUSB to therearforBDLive

support is a
headscratcher.

Networksavvy
TheBD570 is fullyDLNA-certified
andcanstreammediafromother
DLNA / UPnPdevicesonyourhome
network

,

eitherviaitsEthernet
connection or overwi-fi.

Filesupport is good ,

butnotclass
leading . It canplayAVI

,

DivX
,

MPEG
,

MKVandAVCHDvideofootage ,

alongwithMP3
,

WAVandWMA
music .

Thereareotherexceptions
when it comes to compatibility

(

there is nosupportforFLACaudio
)

,

Positioning :butthesearecovered in theowner' s

manual . If yourmedia
collection includessome

of
themoreexoticfile

types ,

then a
dedicated

mediastreamermaybe
moreappropriate ,

however
,

mostcommonusage is

covered.

Interestingly ,

theBD570willalso
recognise.srtsubtitle files

,

butonly
if thefoldertheyreside in

is
accessed

viaUSB . Ratherannoyingly ,

it cannot
findthemoverthenetwork.

Increasingly ,

it'
s
theuserinterfaces

ratherthanthebest-In-class

components thatdefine a great
homeentertainmentproduct . And
heretheLGconsistentlyscores . To
denoteitscoolness

,

thedeck' s
user

AV /
CV
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ampopi6v

interfaceallowsnavigation through
bobbingicecubegraphics .The
Movie

,
Photo

,
Musictabsallowyou to

searchformedia
;

HomeLinkscours
yournetworkforUPnPandDLNA
devices

,

whileNetCast takesyou to

LG' s Internetportal ,

whichoffers
access to YouTube

, picturebrowsing
viaPicasa or weather-checking
throughAccuWeather.

Oneaspectthatrocks
is itsintegrationwiththe
Gracenotemediadatabase.
PlayanaudioCDandthedeckpulls
in albumartfromhereanddisplays it

onscreen
,

which is verycool . The
spinnerwillalsoscrapeGracenote
whenyouplay a musicfilefroman
attachedUSBdevice

, although it

doesn' t usethesamepicturewindow
asCDplaybackdoesfortheart.
Accessmusicfrom a NAS

, though ,

and it makesnoattempt to find
coverart

,

which
is a realshame.

Anothergreatfeature
is MusicID.

During a movieyoucanhittheMusic
IDbuttonontheremoteandthe
playerwillextractsoundtrack
information fromtheGracenote
database . This is a partytrickthat
neverfails to amaze . Meanwhile

,

high-resolutionmegapixeldigital
imagesareresolved in HD

,

which
willpleasedigitalsnappers.

Shippedwiththeplayer is Nero
MediaHome 4 Essentials

,

a DLNA
compliantmediaserversoftware
package . This is anextremely
powerfulsuitethatensuresall
contentcanbeseenacrossyour
network . Notonlydoes it easeaccess

Convergence
king : LG'

s new
deck is both

a media
streamerand

BDspinner

fortheLGplayer ,

but it alsoensures
visibility to Xbox360

,

PS3andother
devices

. It canalsotranscode file
formatsonthefly.

Spinthedisc
ImageclarityoverHDMI is terrific.
TheBook

of

Eli
,

withitshigh-contrast
cinematography ,

looksravishing
onthisLG

,

witheverydetailon
DenzelWashington' s post
apocalyptic stubbleavailablefor
inspection . Thedeckbootsand
ejects in Justfourseconds

,

and
ourTechLabsBDtestdiscwas
onscreenwithin50secs

,

which
werateasgoodperformance.

SDDVDplayback is finetoo
,

althoughthere is a fairlyhighlevel
of noise in thepicture . Deinterlacing
is verygood ,

too
, resulting in smooth

upscaled1080p images.
Asyoumaygrasped ,

this is not
anaudiophilegradeplayerand

,

withhighanalogueaudiojitter at

justunder1200ps ,

we' d recommend
usingtheoptical linkforCDplayback.

Blu-rayaudiosupportincludes
DolbyDigitalPlus

, DolbyTrueHDand
DTS-HDMA .Tobitstreamoutyou
need to settheaudiooption to

PrimaryPassThru.
Overall

,

theLG570 is
a thoroughly

engaging Blu-rayandnetworkplayer
thatshouldnegatetheneed to buy
a separatemediastreamerformost
users

(

solongasyoudon' t need
FLACsupport )

. While there' s still
roomforimprovement ,

I ratethis
deckas

a terrificplaybackand
entertainment solution a

200

100

1140090 500
Idling : This is a good

result
, according to

givenstandards

AudioJitter : Ps
1 ,000

Analogue :

Prettymediocre
,

but
thenagain theBD570

is nottargeted at

hi-fi freaks

-

* Specifications
7 ,FD : YES

Upscaling : YESup to 1080poverHDMI
Multiregion : YESRegion B Blu-rayand

R2DVD
HDMI : YES1v1.3

Component : YES1set
Multichannelanalogue : NO

(

stereophono
outputsonly )

Digitalaudio : YESOpticalandcoaxial
electrical

SACD / DVD-A :NO
DolbyTrueHD / DTSHDdecoding : YES

DolbyTrueHD/ DTSHDbitstream :YES
ProS ,c

; .7
0 :YES

Dimensions : 430( w

)

x 44( h

)

x

204( d )mm
ltv

"

( 7ght : 2kg
Features :Integrated802.11nwi-fi

;

DLNAsupportwithmediastreaming
(

JPEG
,

AVI
,

DiVX
,

MPG
,

MPEG
,

MKV
,

WMA
,

MP3
,

WAV
)

;

LGNetCast
contentportalwithYouTube

,
Picasa

andAccuWeather
, front-facing USB

;

GracenoteMediaDatabasescraping
forCDsandlocalfiles

,

MusicID
serviceforBD / DVD / files

,

variable
sampling frequencyoutput

HCCVERDICT
LGBD570

£200Approx
Highs : Mediastreamingand

networking ;
Gracenoteintegration ;

disc loadingspeed ; integrated wi-fi
Lows : Nointernalmemory for

BDLive
;

someinconsistencies in the
userinterfaceandoperation

Picture :00000
Sound :i0000

Features
:00000

Overall :

Powerconsumption : Watts
300200300

.
-

15 s00 400500

-

+ TechLabs

100

Playing : A good figure
thatwarmsthecockles

of ourhearts

Loading : Boot / Java

Bootspeed &

trayeject

4s

Tray In to

mainBDmenu

50s

Discloading& Java :

Bootspeed is pretty
niftyandtray-inspeed

is acceptable

000CX
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