
BLU-RAYPLAYER

LG

BD570

* * *
*

RETIE

Lovely ,

lustrous

Blu-raypictures ;

decentspec ,

goodbuild
,

nicelooks

IX=
NotthebestDVD

upstateraround
andstrangely
inhibitedsound

Notmuchwrong
withBlu-ray
images ,

but
thisisn' t the
all-rounder
somerivalsare

BudgetLG
is notquiteonthemoney

THEINEXORABLEDOWNWARD

trajectory of theprice of a decent
Blu-rayplayercontinuesapace.
Afterlastmonth' s Supertest
shakedownournewfavourite
player is the£17oSony
BDPS37o ,

butalready it' s got
brandnewcompetition in theshape of

thisLGBD57o.

"

Blu-raydiscsload
decentlyquicklyand
lookveryalluring

"

And it' s quite a niceshape ,

too.
TheHappyfrontpanelhas to stay
open if youwant to useUSB
memory to accessBD-Live
facilities

,

astheBD57odoes
withoutanyinternalflash

memory ,

outotherwiseits a

good-lookingmachinewith
plentygoingon

,

specificationwise . WirelessDNLA
compliancy ,

forusewithanyPC
or DNLAserverattached to your
homenetwork is

a particular
highlight . On-screenmenusare
logicalandconcise

,

andtheseare
wordsthatapplyequally to the
remotecontrol.

Blu-raydiscsloaddecently
quickly (

eventheinterminable
Terminator 2

)

andlookalluring.
TheLGdrawsfrom a

widerangingcolourpalette to deliver
natural

, high-contrastimages -
it

has a notablefacilitywith
textures of alltypes ,

andhandles
motionwell . Detaillevelsare
high ,

blacklevelsagreeableand

picturenoiserepressedwell
in all

butthemosttryingcircumstances
(

thatslowpan in thefirstscene
of TheDarkKnight ,

forexample ).

Thedownside of upscaiing
TheBD57o' s success is slightly
morequalifiedwhenupscaling
DVDs . Colours

,

contrastsand
detaillevelsremainimpressive ,

butthere' s picturenoise in

evidencemoreoftenthannot.
Soundfromanysource is

, by
prevailingstandards

,

onthe
diffidentside . It'

s nicelybalanced
at alltimes

, certainly,

and is

commendablydetailed
,

but
there' s nodenyingthelack of

dynamicoomph .
In

a sectoras

competitiveasthis
,

that' s not
quitegoodenough.

SONY

BDP-S370
* * *

* *

£170

Hugely

impressive
acrosstheboard

,

theS370
is

a fearsome
statement

of

Sony' s 2010
intent

PANASONIC

DMP-B065
*

* * *

£180
If youlikeyour
picturesrichand
colourful

,

and
yourbtacktones

deepanddark
,

youwon' t gofar
wronghere
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